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GENERAL CONFERENCE. 


THe Sixty-fifth Semi-annual Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints convened in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, at 
10 a.m., on Friday, October 5th, 1894, President Wilford Woodruff pre- 
siding. 

Conference called to order by President George Q. Cannon. 

The following were on the stand: Of the First Presidency—Wilford 
Woodruff, George Q. Cannon, Joseph F. Smith; of the Quorum of the 
Twelve Apostles—Lorenzo Snow, Franklin D. Richards, Brigham Young, 
Moses Thatcher, Francis M. Lyman, John Henry Smith, George Teasdale, 
Heber J. Grant, John W. Taylor, Marriner W. Merrill, Abraham H. Cannon; 
Patriarch John Smith; of the Presidency of the Seventies—Seymour B. 
Young, C. D. Fjelsted, B. H. Robertsand George Reynolds; of the Pre- 
siding Bishopric—William B. Preston, Robert T. Burton and John R, 
Winder. There are also a number of Presidents of Stakes and other prom- 
inent Elders from different parts of Utah and surrounding territories and 
states. 

The Choir and congregation sang: 

The time is far spent, there is little remaining 
To publish glad tidings by sea and by land. 
The opening prayer was offered by President Lorenzo Snow. 
Singing by the choir: 
Praise ye the Lord! My heart shall join 
In work so pleasant so divine. 
PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON 
announced that President Wilford Woodruff had been suffering from a 
severe cold, which had almost prostrated him for a number of days. He 
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had sufficiently recovered, however, to be able to attend the Conference, 
though his voice was in such a condition that he would not be able to 
speak to the congregation this morning. President Cannon referred to the 
present comparatively satisfactory conditions in Utah, remarking that the 
Lord had wonderfully blessed and preserved all those who dwelt in these 
mountain valleys. This was, indeed, a land favored of the Lord, one of the 
most choice spots in the whole continent of America. In every direction 
the protecting hand of God was seen over this people. In the north 
western and southern states the Elders had been of late greatly favored and 
encouraged in theirlabors. It should be the aim of the presidents of stakes 
to call young men into the ministry and put upon them the burden of 
preaching the true gospel. In theislands of the sea a great work was being 
accomplished and many were being brought into the fold of Christ. The 
speaker incidentally adverted to the successful labors of the Elders in 
Australia, Tasmanai, Sweden and elsewhere, and said that other fields seem- 
ingly remote and inpenetrable were being opened to the missionaries. At 
present the presidents of the the European and other missions had been 
instructed not to rush the people who joined the Church out here too fast, 
because many had arrived in Utah before they had become thoroughly 
rooted in the faith and prepared to meet the vicissitudes which they had 
necessarily to contend with on coming to a strange land. They didnot 
want people to jointhe Church, come out and join the general body of 
the Saints and then apostatize. Looking over the entire field, the pros- 
pects of the’ Latter-day Saints were now most encouraging, and God and 
the heavenly host were dving their part in the furtherance of this great 
work which our Father had established. 

Many other important points were mentioned and treated upon in 
President Cannon’s opening discourse. 

ELDER BRIGHAM YOUNG, 

of the quorum of the twelve Apostles, said it was always a pleasure to him 
to hear his brethren bear testimony to the importance of this great latter- 
day work, and he trusted that the words just uttered by President Cannon 
would be firinly sealed upon all our hearts. He referred to the responsi- 
bilities resting upon the Saints. If these were the last days, if the coming 
of the Son of Man was nigh at hand, if the calamities and judgments of 
the Almighty were to follow our testimony to the people, just as the judg- 
ments followed the testimony of Noah, then it was all-important that we 
be upon the watch-tower. All who sought God earnestly might find Him, 
if they only prayed to Him with a pure and undivided heart. The speaker 
deprecated the craving of the people for luxuries, and said he believed the 
Lord had amply provided for our sustenance in this mountain region, inde- 
pendent of other places. Elder Young called upon the Saints to observe 
the Word of Wisdom more steadfastly than heretofore, that their children, 
the succeeding generation, might be healthy and strong, and said we could 
not enjoy the peace, inspiration and Spirit of God if we indulged in those 
things which God had conimanded we should not use. When he heard read 
statistics setting forth that more tea, coffee, tobacco, and other articles 
deleterious to health were being used now than ever before, he wondered 
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whether the floating population of Utah, of Salt Lake City, was responsi. 
ble in part for such increase. He believed not. The ark of safety was 
offered to us; would we not renounce the things of this world and accept 
a place in it? The judgments of God were increasing, and we must be 
prepared for them if we desired to be saved hereafter. 
PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH 

spoke of the numerous calls from abroad for more Elders. Occasionally it 
was difficult to meet those demands, although when Elders were called they 
were generally willing to go. A few wished time to settle up their affairs 
and pay their debts. The speaker deemed a time of stringency suitable 
for the settlement of financial obligations and the forming of a resolution 
not to get involved again. He enumerated different parts of the world 
from which calls for Elders had come, and then dwelt upon the fact that 
the Word of Wisdom was associated with the missionary field, as young 
men who used tobacco were not in a condition to go into the world to 
preach the Gospel. The necessity of selecting men for this calling who are 
honest, pure, and consistent was insisted upon. The financial benefits of 
refraining from articles that are detrimental to health formed a part of 
the discourse. The saving would amount to hundreds of thousands of 
dollars annually. The speaker made many profitable remarks upon the 
subject of the Word of Wisdom in its various features, the benefits of ob- 
serving, and the evil results of disregarding it. 


The choir sang: 
Jesus, I my cross have taken. 


Benediction by Patriarch John Smith. 
AFTERNOON SESSION, 
The choir and congregation sang: . 
How firm a foundation, ye Saints of the Lord, 
Is laid for your faith in His excellent word, 
Prayer by Elder John D. T. McAllister. 


Singing by the choir: | 
Zion stands with hills surrounded— 
Zion, kept by power divine ; 
All her foes will be confounded, 
Though the world in arms combine. 
PRESIDENT LORENZO SNOW, 
of the quorum of the Twelve Apostles, was the first speaker. He said that 
the remarks made by those who addressed the congregation at this morn- 
ing’s services were full of instruction to the Saints and most profitable for 
their future guidance. There were promises made to the Saints in former 
days as well as in the latter days, by revelation, which were most precious, 
and they would all be fulfilled in the Lord’s own time. The Latter-day 
Saints had many obstacles to overcome, and their faith would be tested in 
many ways. The Lord had placed before us incentives of the grandest 
character, and these we found in the revelations of the present day as well 
as those of ancient times. The speaker then proceeded to explain the 
heights of exaltation to which man could attain by constant and undevi- 
ating faithfulness to and progress under the Gospel of Jesus Christ. He 
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showed that such could, in eternity, become like God, who is the Father of 
the intelligences who inhabit the earth. These matters were explained in 
ancient revelations and God had also revealed them in this age, he having 
had a divine communication upon this subject to himself. Elder Snow 
then dwelt upon the course necessarily pursued by those who have this 
hope in them—to follow righteousness always, whether under the eyes of 
their fellow-beings or when beyond their observation. He adduced reasons 
in support of what had been revealed by God upon this great subject. He 
assured the Saints that by a course of faithfulness and self-sacrifice they 
would attain to their highest possible ideals of increase, glory and honor 
in the future life. ; 
ELDER FRANCIS M. LYMAN, 

of the quorum of the Twelve Apostles, remarked that the speakers in this 
Church did not prepare their discourses beforehand, but depended upon 
the Spirit and inspiration of the Lord for what they might say. Every 
one bearing the holy Priesthood was expected to bear his share of the 
burden in the work of the Lord. We had undertaken to build up God’s 
kingdom and accomplish His purposes, and every man bearing the Priest- 
hood who failed to do his duty was under reproach. It was a reproach to 
teachers when they were unsuccessful in the performance of their duties; 
so were individual members of the Church when they failed to properly 
regulate their own affairs and those of their families ; and the same might 
be said of the Bishops when they fell short of their duty towards those 
who looked up to them for guidance. So also with the High Councils of 
the Stakes. When we, as a people, failed to obey the Word of Wisdom, 
which had been given us for our tempora) good, and neglected to keep the 
Lord’s commandments, it was a reproach to us. Our sins would be for- 
given if we were genuinely repentant, which was eternal repentance, and 
none other could possibly be effectual. We covenanted to serve the Lord 
when we went into the waters of baptism, and if a man would be saved 
hereafter he must resolve upon final reformation. There was a spirit of 
carelessness to-day among the people not only in regard to the law of 
tithing, but in other matters. 

Our fastday offerings were but nominal, whereas the Saints should 
always remember the wants of the poor. This was what the Lord required 
of us. In how many of the fast-meetings in Zion to-day, he asked, were 
prayers offered as extensively as they should be? He believed there were 
many things which might be accomplished by fasting and prayer which 
could not be carried out and attained by individual effort. The Saints 
were unfortunately too apt to lose sight of this. The speaker condemned 
an excessive love of pleasure, and deprecated card playing, drinking and 
other evils practiced by the young in Zion. The subject of faith was 
briefly dwelt upon, and the importance of daily prayer urged upon the 
Saints. Some among the Latter-day Saints were excusing themselves, for 
one reason and another, from paying their tithing, but He who provided 
for us should receive as our offerings the choicest gifts that we could be- 
stow in that direction. When the Lord had so abundantly blessed us we 
should remember the poor. We had had a bountiful harvest, and hence 
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out of our store should give liberally to those of our brethren who were 
placed in less fortunate positions. There was joy, happiness and salvation 
in doing the will of God and in the faithful carrying out of the duties 
required of us. In conclusion Elder Lyman invoked the blessing of God 
upon President Woodruff, whose life he prayed might be prolonged for 
years yet to come, that he might remain at the head of this people. 
ELDER JOHN HENRY SMITH, 

of the quorum of the Twelve Apostles, was the succeeding speaker. He 
said there were a great many subjects which might be advantageously 
dwelt upon at this conference. The theme of those who had spoken thus 
far on the present occasion had been a reformation of our individual lives, 
and on this head some excellent counsel had been given. Each and every 
one of us could look into our souls and seek wisdom, prudence and judgment 
to guide us aright. Elder Smith spoke of the obligation resting upon the 
Latter-day Saints of constant and earnest prayer, in the family circle and 
in secret as well as in our public meetings. He was fearful, however, that 
in the midst of the excitement and cares of the day many of us become 
unmindful of the responsibilities which attached to us in this respect. He 
believed that among many of the duties which we neglected was the ex- 
pression of our thanks to God for having in His providence preserved us 
and our families amid the surrounding temptations of life, and which be- 
set us on every hand. He wondered sometimes whether, in the midst of 
present experiences, our sisters were as mindful in this regard of their re- 
sponsibilities as they were wont to be in the days that are past—now that 
they are more largely endowed with the comforts and blessings of life. 
There was no doubt as to the correctness of this latter-day work, for God 
himself was at its head. The road to repentance was ever open to the 
Saints, and let them see to it that their lives were so directed that here- 
after they would attain celestial glory. May the Lord bless us with a 
proper comprehension of the doctrines we have espoused and in our daily 
life continue to watch over and protect His people. 

The anthem, “O come, let us sing unto the Lord,” was sung by the 
choir. 

enedietien by Elder Seymour B. Young. 

[TO BE CONTINUED.] 


THE NUMBERLESS WORLDS. 


Upon one occasion the Lord said to Abraham, “Look now toward heaven, 
and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them;” He also said, “So 
shall thy seed be;” and in promising an inheritance to the patriarch He 
stated further, “I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth; so that if 
& man can number the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also be num- 
bered.” By these comparisons the Lord illustrates the multiplicity of His 
creations as seen in the heavenly planets, and the impossibility of mortal 
beings making a calculation of their number; for Abraham’s seed were to 
be countless as the dust of the earth or the stars in the firmament. In the 
October North American Review Sir Edwin Arnold, who, besides his fame 


694 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


as a poet, holds an eminent position as a scientist, contributes an article 
dealing with astronomy, in which he presents some interesting facts and 
suggestions regarding the vastness of the number of worlds which science 
has demonstrated as existing in the universe as brought within the range 
of vision by aid of the telescope. 

Sir Edwin points out that Galileo, in his Sidereal Messenger, made a 
map of eighty new stars which he had discovered in the constellations of 
Orion’s Belt and the Sword; and that since then astronomer after astrono- 
mer has added various groups and galaxies to the two or three thousand 
conspicuous stars of the first six magnitudes which always can be seen 
with the naked eye. It is curious and not complimentary to the good 
sense of mankind, says the writer, that those stars should have been looked 
upon as merely intended to spangle the sky and give light at night. As 
lamps they were always a failure. Sixty times the total starlight on the 
clearest night would not equal the illumination given by the moon; and 
thirty-three million times their radiance would be required to equal sun- 
light. Yet the stars which are seen even by a powerful telescope are now 
known to be only an insignificant proportion of those actually existing 
inside “visible space.” 

Going farther, Sir Edwin points out that telescopic photography, as 
practiced to-day in all the observatories, reveals, in almost every appar- 
ently blank region of the celestial sphere, countless new and distant 
worlds, lying far beyond all methods of mortal computation and measure- 
ment. The only “foot rule” with which there are made estimates of the 
scale of distances in the “visible universe” is light. This travels along 
the ether at the rate of 186,000 miles in a second, so that the ray which we 
receive from the sun left his surface eight minutes before it has reached 
oureyes. By ingenious processes based on complex arithmetic, astronomers 
have determined the distance of about eighty stars, and the nearest of all. 
of them to our system is Alpha Centauri. The radiance of this star takes, 
however, about four years to reach human vision, while that which we 
perceive from Alpha Tauri or Aldebaran was projected from its glittering 
source twenty-seven years ago; and most of those seen deeper in the night 
sky are so far off that their present light left them three or four hundred 
years back. 

It also is stated that many stars are to-day visible whose beams have 
traveled to our gaze only after a lapse of thousands of years, and it is 
suggested there must be radiant streams now on their way from heavenly 
bodies in the empyrean which will only reach the eyes of our very far off 
posterity. The distance of the outside planet of our family, Neptune, is 
computed as two thousand eight hundred and twenty-five millions of miles 
from the sun, so that we may roughly call the diameter of our flying 
system in space five thousand six hundred and fifty millions of miles. 
“But vast as this sounds,” says Sir Edwin, “our solar system sinks into a 
speck when one reflects that if we should represent the interval between 
the sun and the earth by one inch, then to put Aldebaran into his proper 
place and proportion our chart would have to be nine leagues wide.” 

When it is remembered that the distance of the sun from earth is placed 
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at ninety-three millions of miles, and that to travel thither at the average 
rate of railway passenger train speed would take about 600 years, the 
comparative insignificance of the little corner of space occupied by the 
earth and the planetary system in which it is classed by astronomers may 
be in a small measure realized. And the fact that in the celestial regions 
which to the mortal eye are apparently blank the telescope reveals myriads 
of planets, shows how limitless to man’s comprehension are the works of 
the great Creator. When brought face to face with these visible evidences 
of the power, intelligence and activity of the Almighty, and the perfect 
order and design which governs in this vast material universe, how 
infinitessimal are man and the scope of his powers in mortality! And 
yet, with the knowledge that he is the offspring, the child, the heir of the 
great Creator and Ruler whose works are thus manifest, how infinitely 
great and glorious is his destiny when he shall have come into the fulness 
of that estate to which he is heir, and shall have advanced to the perfect 
stature of his Father!—Deseret News. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes, Boston’s distinguished poet, died on October 7, from old 
age and heart failure. 

A hurricane, sweeping over a portion of New York City, blew down a building on 
Monroe Street. Twenty-nine persons were killed by the fall. 

General Ezeta, until recently vice-president of San Salvador, now a fugitive, has been 
arrested in San Francisco, charged with various offences. The Federal court that tried 
his case has decided that he cannot be extradited as his offenses are of a political char- 
acter. 

The following announcement appears in the Kreuz Zeitung (Berlin):—‘‘The Princess 
Alix of Hesse has obtained concessions from the Russian Holy Synod such as no princess 
in a like position has ever before secured. In embracing the Orthodox Faith her Royal 
Highness will not declare her former religion to be accursed, nor will she state that her 
conversion is due to the conviction that the truth lies not with her own but with the 
Russian Church. The Synod will content itself with the declaration that the Princess 

has joined the Greek Church in order to be of one religion with her future husband. 


About midnight on October 12 a band of seven masked robbers stopped an express train 
from Richmond to New York at Acquia Creek, forty-one miles south of Washington, 
forced open the Adama express coach, and carried off money to an amount variously esti- 
mated at from $30,000 to $100,000. They then detached the locomotive and steamed 
away on it. After riding a mile they abandoned it, starting it at a high rate of speed, and 
crossed the Potomac by a boat into Maryland. The affair has made a great sensation, 
and the railway company has offered a reward of $100,000 for the apprehension of the 
thieves. Three suspects have been arrested at Cherryrun, in West Virginia. 


An idol’s head of baked clay has been found in the sand dunes near Tangier, where it 
was laid bare by the wind. The mouth is large and wide open, the eyes small, the cranium 
very small, the brow retreating, and the back of the head flat. It is said to have in ex- 
traordinary degree a likeness to idols found in Mexico, particularly to the god called Xipe. 
Eyes and ears are very little modelled, and on the top of the head is a pointed object. 
Xipe was a god worshipped on the coast of Mexico with rites of uncommon cruelty; he 
was also the god of smiths and gold-workers. His human sacrifices were flayed alive. 
The Tangier idol has been decorated with gold mica. The discovery may revive old 
theories of a primitive connection between the Phcenicians and the Indians of Central 
America, 
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MONDAY, OCTOBER 27, 1894. 


ON PARTAKING OF THE SACRAMENT. 


Amon the charges left by the Savior to His disciples before leaving them 
we find one in relation to an ordinance which He commanded them to 
observe until He should come again. That ordinance was the partaking 
of the Sacrament, which should cause a closer communion between Jesus 
and His followers. They were to remember that He gave His life for them, 
and the object and effects of His so doing ; they were to look forward to 
the time when He would come again, and they were to make a covenant 
that,they would serve Him under all circumstances, good or evil, prosperous 
or adverse. This covenant was to be renewed as often as they should 
meet together in solemn assembly, and they were promised, in return for 
a faithful observance of this command, that the Holy Ghost should abide 
with them and teach them what was necessary to do and speak. 

We can partially imagine the feelings of Him who was shortly to pass 
through the greatest agony ever known to man, as He gave to the apostles 
the sacred injunction, “This doin remembrance of Me.” How His feelings 
were drawn out towards those He loved who had forsaken their all for 
Him! How anxious He was to show them that He must soon leave them; 
that His life would be taken to fulfill the scriptures ; that He should rise 
again! Yet they could not comprehend His meaning. The actual rising 
from the dead was necessary to demonstrate to them its reality. They 
saw it, and believed. 

After witnessing the powerful manifestations and signs connected with 


His death and resurrection, it would have been impossible to come together 


with, any other than feelings of a sacred reverence for the Mighty One, the 
Son of God. Those who witnessed these scenes could not but realize the 
importance of the Sacrament. But there were thousands of people con- 
verted after the Savior’s ascension who had not been eye-witnesses to the 
wonderful events recorded in the four gospels; they must depend to a 
certain extent, as we do, on the testimony of others. They did not fully 
realize the purposes connected with the institution of the Lord’s Supper. 
They became so careless that Paul found it necessary to reprove severely 
the unworthy partakers of the bread and wine, and he told them that 
such are guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. What a fearful thought ! 
Many were sick and some slept in consequence of breaking the law. 

The importance of the Sacrament is just as great to-day as it ever was: 
the blessings received by partaking of the Sacrament worthily on the one 
hand, and the punishment for doing this unworthily on the other, are the 
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same to-day as anciently. This being the case, it is essential for us to be 
equally as careful, both in administering and partaking of it, as were the 
ancient Saints. 

We have received in our day revelations concerning the necessity of a 
strict observance of the commandment, the manner of administering this 
ordinance, and the class of people who are to receive its benefits. 

Inasmuch as God has seen fit to reveal the words we are to use in blessing 
the bread and wine, it is presumptuous on our part to alter them in the 
least. He understands the language and the meaning of words far better 
than we can ever hope to do in this life, yet many times we apparently 
seek to improve his phraseology by omitting, inserting, or changing words. 
We have been instructed to read the blessing until we are absolutely sure 
of having it correctly memorized ; to use the right hand in passing the 
plate or the cup from one to another, and to see that only members of the 
Church receive the Sacrament. We are not to exclude unbaptized people 
from the meetings where it is administered, yet they are not to partake of 
it, if we know it. Many people think if they attend our meetings they 
should be allowed to engage in this part of our worship. We have no 
choice in the matter. The instructions in the revelation are binding upon 
us just as much as those concerning baptism, and we dare not depart from 
them lest we be found disobeying the commandments of God. Many who 
have been lately baptized into the Church do not know what is required 
of them. They should be instructed as to the proper observance of this 
ordinance of the Sacrament. We have many times seen persons, while the 
Elders are attending to the bread or the water, stare around at different 
objects in the room, look out of the window at some passing event, or 
whisper on subjects entirely foreign to the occasion. When the plate or 
cup would come to them they would languidly stretch forth perhaps the 
left hand, or the right one with a glove on, and immediately after eating 
or drinking resume their careless attitude or idle talk. Weare certain that 
God cannot be well pleased with such a lukewarm proceeding. He desires 
our minds to be active in the contemplation of His goodness towards us in 
providing means for our spiritual strength and growth ; to remember what 
Jesus did for us, and at what a great sacrifice He accomplished it ; to look 
forward to that time when He shall reappear and eat the “marriage supper 
of the Lamb” with His people; and after all this to resolve firmly that 
henceforth we will serve Him more diligently than we have in the past, 
thus becoming more worthy of Him. By complying with all the require- 
ments we can consistently expect to have His spiritual ways with us, but 
not otherwise. 

Some one says: “It is impossible for me to keep my mind from wander- 
ing off ; I try to think of the time when Jesus lived and of what He did, 
but before I am aware of it something else draws my attention.” We ask 
that person to read the account given of the last hours of the Savior. Of 
the expectations in the breasts of His disciples while He lived, and their 
heart-breaking disappointment when He was taken from them. How when 
He was arrested every one of His friends forsook Him. How He suffered 
in Gethsemane and on Calvary. The gentle reproofs given because of their 
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unbelief and incomprenension of the Scriptures concerning Him, and 
finally of their exceeding joy when they became convinced that it was 
indeed the Lord who had arisen. Let him listen to, or sing, a sacramental 
hymn “with the spirit and understanding,” and we feel assured that he 
will not partake of the Sacrament without becoming better, nobler, holier. 
He will listen attentively to the remarks which are made and the blessings 
asked. 3 He will realize what it means to witness unto God the Eternal 
Father,’ that he is willing to take upon him the name of Jesus Christ, 
always remember Him, and keep His commandments. He will resolve 
from that moment not only to attend!mechanically to the duty of the hour, 
but he will in a measure live over the incidents which he commemorates. 
His feelings will be awakened to the extent that he will seek to place 
himself where he can “always have His Spirit to be with him.” 
A. L. B. 


THE Neweste Nachrichten, Munich, relates the following incident as proof 
of the fact that the German’ Government does not, officially, recognize a 
“Christian” religion. It acknowledges the Roman Catholic, Lutheran, 
Reformed, and all other denominations, but the term Christian is not on 
the list. It would be interesting to know to what extent this view is held 
by the officials of other countries. “An honest citizen of Munich lately 
came to.the registrar of births to report a birth in his family. Being 
asked of what religion he confessed himself a believer, he answered, ‘The 
Christian.’ Thereupon great astonishment on the part of the official, who 
declared that there was no such thing. The father, however, insisted that 
he was neither a Roman Catholic nor a Protestant, but an ‘inward’ 
(esoteric) Christian, and refused to sign the certificate in which he was 
described as ‘undenominational,’ declaring that it did not do him justice. 
He requested to be described as a believer in the Christian religion. The 
reader will observe the humor of the case. The officials have so many 
pigeonholes for so many denominations, in which mortal man’s religious 
opinion is duly recorded. But Christianity has no place among these 
pigeonholes, and the authorities are forced to describe a simple Christian 
as a man who holds no definite views.” 


THe Deseret News says: ,“The St. Paul Pioneer Press lately had this 
announcement: ‘Rev. J..Wesley Hill, D. D., will give his noted lecture: 
“Four Years Among the Mormons,” in Central Park Methodist church, 
Monday evening, October 1. Dr. Hill is an author of considerable reputa- 
tion and gives in an interesting way his thrilling experience in Utah.’ 
The ‘considerable reputation’ which Rev. J. W. Hill enjoys in Utah as a 
result of his ‘Four Years Among the Mormons’ was won by the skill with 
which he stole, and palmed off as his own rasping eloquence, the anti- 
Mormon diatribes of Rev. T. DeWitt Talmage; and the chief of his thrill- 
ing experiences was the little episode with the Ogden Standard, which 
paper subjected him to the deadly parallel, branded him as a shameless 
sermon thief, and roasted him to an elegant brown turn. These incidents 
may not figure very extensively in Mr. Hill’s present lecture, and the 
Proneer Press may not have heard very much about them. But they are 
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interesting matters of history nevertheless, and wherever known they will 
furnish a delicious spice and sauce to the peculiar repast which Mr. Hill’s 
own record proves him to be fully capable of providing.” 


THROUGH an oversight the name of President Anthon H. Lund was 
omitted from the article “A Visit to Scandinavia” in last week’s STAR. 


FROM VARIOUS MISSIONARY FIELDS. 


Etper 8. W. Ross writes from St. Helens, under date of October 17, as 
follows :—“ I have been laboring at Wigan since arriving in England, and 
am feeling extremely well. On Sunday, October 7, Elders McPherson and 
Saville met with us, when we had a testimony meeting in the evening. The 
Spirit of God was poured out upon us in great abundance. No sooner 
would one take his seat than another would be speaking and others singing. 
Some wept for joy. Towards the close the Spirit of Tongues was given, 
also the interpretation, which came with such force that we felt sure our 
labors were accepted of God. At our last Priesthood meeting Elder Thomas 
Mather and I were appointed to labor in this district. We have now 
settled down after having had, to me, quite an interesting experience, 
Last Wednesday Brother Saville and I came to St. Helens to secure 
apartments preparatory to opening up a new field here. After making 
a dozen or more inquiries we were kindly told by a lady near the 
park that she could give us accommodations; so, the location being 
delightful and the terms satisfactory, agreements were made for us to come 
on Friday. Brother Mather and I came down on that day, and things seemed 
to be going on nicely till about nine o'clock p.m., when the master of the house 
came home and told us that his Priest would not allow them to shelter 
Mormon Missionaries beneath his roof, and that the next day we would 
have to seek new lodgings. But before going to bed I had the pleasure of 
giving them a fairly good idea of the Gospel. They listened very attentively 
for two hours, and I noticed the tears flow down the lady’s cheeks while we 
were talking, her husband becoming also much softened towards our 
people. When we left next morning she made me promise to call often 
and see them, so we must acknowledge the hand of God in all things and 
do our part. The people here are very prejudiced against the Latter-day 
Saints, but our present landlady says she will stay by us through thick and 
thin. Brother Mather has found that he has quite a number of relatives in 
this neighborhood, and those that he has seen welcome him with open 
arms. I have no doubt but that we will yet be able todo some good in this 
place.” 

Elder L. T. Shepherd, President of the Welsh Conference, writes from 
Cardiff, under date of October 12, 1894, as follows:—“The reports at our 
Council meeting were encouraging, indicating some additions to the Church 
lately. The brethren laboring in North Wales reported two baptisms and 
a likelihood of a few more. Elders E. H. Lewis, David Jenkins, and W. 
T. Jones, laboring at Newport, and Evan Jones and Francis Cundick, 
laboring in the Western Valley district, have on several occasions lately 
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joined forces in holding some meetings at the house of Sister Amy Smith, 
an aged sister and a widow, sixty years old. Sister Smith was re-baptized 
a year ago, she having, according to her own statement, joined the Church 
in her youth, through the influence of a companion of hers. She, however, 
never understood the necessity of the laying on of hands, and as a result 
apparently did not receive the Holy Ghost, for, although the ordinance was 
performed, she drifted away from the Church and associated herself with 
the Baptists, until a year ago the Gospel was again presented to her. She 
received it with joy, was again baptized, and received a knowledge of its 
truth. Since that time she has manifested her faith by works, often walking 
to Cardiff to meeting, a distance of twelve miles, and opening her house 
for meetings, etc. There has been a bitter spirit of opposition manifested 
towards her and the brethren owing to this, and at the last meeting Sister 
Smith’s former good friends and neighbors manifested their spleen by 
congregating on the outside, shouting, also destroying the flowers in the 
garden, and daubing the windows with mud. The crowd threatened to 
mob the brethren if they came again. The village parson, on meeting 
Sister Smith a few days later, said if she continued to open her house for 
meetings that he, as chairman of the Board, would use his influence to stop 
her parish pay of 2s. 6d. per week—a Christian-like act, was it not? The 
brethren went there a week after to fill an appointment they had made, 
but on arriving there found that there was every evidence of the people 
carrying their threat into execution, and as Sister Smith was not at home 
the Elders quietly retired. Weexpect some good will result from the labor 
performed there, as a family is much interested in the Gospel. All is pro- 
gressing favorably, I believe, in the other districts.” 


THE RETURN OF THE JEWS TO PALESTINE. 


AT a meeting recently held in Liverpool in connection with the Church of 
England, the Rev. 8. Schor, a native of Jerusalem, delivered an address on 
the subject of “What is now taking place in regard to the restoration of 
the Jews.” In the course of his remarks, the speaker said he wished 
briefly to touch upon the many important movements and changes which 
were taking place in Palestine. He well remembered when there were not 
more than 5,000 persons living in Jerusalem. Ten years ago that number 
had increased to 10,000, and at the present time he believed there were 
about 43,000 Jews residing there. Their liberties had increased with their 
numbers, for some years ago a Jew was not permitted to own any land in 
Jerusalem, except perhaps a grave, while now they could purchase holdings 
and land. There were nearly thirty colonies in the country, one of which, 
extending over some thirty-eight square miles, was founded by the French 
Rothschilds. The Jews were proving themselves excellent farmers, and, 
aided by the climate, the land was yielding more than enough for their 
support. Railways were gradually being constructed throughout the land, 
and this introduction could not fail to be of the greatest benefit. It might 
jar upon sensitive ears to hear a railway porter call out, “Change here for 
Jericho,” or “The other platform for the excursion to Nazareth,” but the 
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consideration for the prosperity of the land should outweigh any such 
sentimentality. He often heard the question asked of how much it cost 
to convert a Jew. He might say there were hundreds of thousands of con- 
verted Jews in Palestine and different parts of the world, and their num- 
ber was increasing steadily. One reason was that the persecution which 
formerly followed the conversion of a Jew to Christianity had now almost 
disappeared. They had a fine church in Jerusalem, where daily services 
for converts were held, and the Prayer Book, translated into Hebrew, was 
in common use. 

In moving a vote of thanks to Mr. Schor for his interesting address, the 
Chairman remarked that, as English people, they would be very glad to 
see the Jewish people back in their own land.—The Crescent. 


A VISIT TO SCANDINAVIA. 


CoPENHAGEN, DENMARK, October 14, 1894. 
PRESIDENT SUNDWALL and I have just returned from Gothenburg where 
we met the Saints and Elders of that conference and had an enjoyable 
time with them. 

We left Stockholm last Thursday and attended a meeting in Norrképing. 
Our coming had been advertised and a large hall secured. A large number 
of strangers attended the meetings. Brother J. H. Peterson is laboring in 
that branch and doing a good work. I met some that were in the Church 
when I visited that place in 1872, and I was pleased to find that they were 
still faithful members and happy in that which they had received. 

Friday we went to Gothenburg arriving there at ten o'clock in the even- 
ing and were heartily welcomed at the station by President Héglund and 
a@ number of the Elders and Saints. We were furnished pleasant quarters 
at Brother A. Hansen’s. He and his amiable wife did everything in their 
power to make us comfortable, and quite a number of visiting Saints and 
Elders partook also of their hospitality. 

Conference commenced Saturday evening in the old hal! in Husargatan, 
which has been used for so many years by this branch. The hall was 
nicely decorated with flowers, greens, and flags. The Swedish, Danish and 
American flags made a nice combination of colors, and a beautiful trans- 
parency with the words: “Welcome, Brethren,” was highly appreciated 
by us. The hall being small a large one was hired for the afternoon 
meeting on Sunday, and we had the pleasure of seeing this pretty well 
filled with an audience that seemed much interested in what they heard. 
The proceedings throughout the conference were of a very pleasing nature, 
and so were those of the priesthood meeting on Monday, which Brother 
Hoéglund, not inaptly, called the “dessert.” 

The reports of the brethren showed that they had been busy during the 
summer season in their missionary labors. A great number of houses had 
been visited, and many meetings had been held among the outsiders. 
Forty-nine had been baptized since the last conference. It was pleasant 
to hear these young men relate their experiences and express the joy they 
felt in their labors. — 
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The people in this part of Sweden are very religiously inclined, but have 
the belief that they are already saved, and that nothing is required of 
them in regard to obeying the principles of the Gospel. They are willing; 
however, to open their houses for our Elders to hold meetings, and request 
them to come again. There are many sects within Lutheranism, the state- 
religion, and preachers of the different denominations are traveling and 
holding meetings to spread their views. 

Elder Anderson was once invited to attend a meeting by a leading 
member of a parish who promised him that hé should be allowed twenty 
minutes to preach “Mormonism.” He went. Two other preachers occu- 
pied the time and asked him to dismiss the meeting. He requested leave 
to speak the length of time promised him and through the help of his 
friend this was granted. He presented the principles believed in by the 
Latter-day Saints as clearly as he could in so short a time and closed by 
bearing his testimony to the divinity of the mission of Joseph Smith. As 
soon as he mentioned this name the people hurriedly left the room. 
Brother Anderson was surprised to see how earnestly the two preachers, 
who were bitterly opposed to him, worked to get the people to remain, but 
he found that it was not for his sake they labored but more for themselves, 
for the two were to divide the proceeds of the collection between them, 
and this was hopelessly ruined by this unceremonious ending of the 
meeting. 

There has arisen a schism among the Salvationists. A Mrs. Julia Dufberg 
claims to have had a revelation in which the Savior told her that the 
Salvation Army had gone astray and her husband was to set it in order. 
He acted on this commission and started a new party called the “Sprang- 
Battalion,” the first word of this combination means to explode as with 
powder, or to rush upon an enemy—in either sense the party is no doubt 
appropriately named. I saw that they had chosen different colors.for their 
use from those used by the regular “Army.” The new revelation describes 
minutely the cut and color of the caps and clothing of both men and 
women. 

In the district where Elder Rytting is laboring he found a new sect 
started by a Dr. Moberg. The members were not able to defend their 
views by the Scriptures but earnestly urged Brother Rytting to visit the 
doctor as they were certain that the latter could convince him of the truth 
of the new religion and the error of “Mormonism.” He went to see him, 
but the doctor said he would have no talk with a “Mormon” Elder, as he 
considered such a onea heathen. “Do you not preach to heathens?” asked 
Brother Rytting, “There is the door,” was the polite answer of the new 
reformer ! | 

Elder C. P. Anderson related the following; he had visited the priest 
of the parish where his relations live, and asked the privilege of ex- 
amining the records in order to obtain his genealogy. The priest became 
so exasperated when he heard the request, knowing why he wanted the 
names, that he took hold of him and thrust him out saying: “No, sir, not 
as long as I am in possession of good sense.” Shortly afterwards the 
priest was sent to an insane asylum. 
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Monday evening the Saints met in the hall and the time was pleasantly 
spent in singing, music, recitations, etc. Some of our friends took part in 
the exercises. It was an impromptu affair but a complete success. We 
received a hearty “God speed” on our journey and shall long remember 
our pleasant visit to Gothenburg. 

Yours in the Gospel, 
AnTHON H. LunpD. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 
The Territorial Fair held during Conference was a great success. 


A band of Gypsies, said to come from Turkey, have been infesting the town of Provo 
for several days. On October 7 Sheriff Brown learned they had three little boys with 
them, supposed to be from Salt Lake City. He made an investigation, but found only 
one, a little fellow of about nine years of age. He gave his name as Howe, and was re- 
turned to his parents in Salt Lake. The other two boys were said to be away with another 
contingent of the Gypsies. 


The United States Department of Agriculture bulletin No. 26 of the Utah weather and 
crop service for week ending Tuesday, October 2, 1894, is as follows:—‘*‘The week was 
cold, and in the main unfavorable for farming operations. Frosts were frequent, and the one 
on the morning of September 29th was severe. The storm of October lst was so cold that 
considerable snow fell. Threshing. hauling, and fall plowing have been delayed. Crops, 
for the most part, have been gathered, or are beyond the reach of adverse weather, but 
tomatoes were injured by the frosts, and fruit was blown down by high winds. Fruit is 
gone, except winter apples, late pears, and peaches. Corn is now safely in the shock. 
Potatoes and some garden truck remains to be gathered. Where potatoes have been dug 
they are of fine size, quality, and yield, and it is expected that the corn will be abundant. 
The season has been one of general prosperity, but especially favorable for grain. Hay 
received some damage from the unusually abundant rains. The lucern seed crop was 
light. Wheat, as far as threshed, has yielded unusually well. Plowing is under way, 
and seeding of winter wheat; and although not a great amount has been done yet, a 
larger acreage than usual will be put in. Range stock has fared well, Cattle and horses 
are now coming down from the mountains in fine order. 


At the Tabernacle in Ogden, Sunday afternoon, September 16, the exercises were some- 
what out of the usual order, President L. W. Shurtliff having granted the privilege of 
a Jewish confirmation. Elder Joseph Parry occupied the pulpit and spoke upon the sub- 
ject of the Gathering of Israel in the latter days. At the close of his remarks Elder N. 
C. Flygare, of the Stake presidency, introduced Master Sam Kohn, it being the latter’s 
13th birthday, by which time his faith requires a boy to be confirmed. The confirmation 
consists in appearing before the congregation of the synagogue and delivering a lecture, 
at the close of which the president of the congregation offers his congratulations and also 
the congratulations of the congregation, and then gives the boy his blessing. There being 
no synagogue in Ogden the parents of the boy requested the use of the Tabernacle for the 
confirmation, The boy delivered his lecture, which occupied one-half hour. He drew 
attention to the fact that Judah had been oppressed by kings and nations, his people had 
been sunk to the lowest depths of degradation by persecution and oppression, but God 
was with Israel and the nation of Zion would never be lost. He quoted several passages 
from Tabariah proving that Judah was for liberty and freedom. He closed his lecture by 
appealing to the youth to love, honor, and obey their parents. Elder N. C. Flygare 
offered to Master Kohn his congratulations and also the congratulations of the congrega- 
tion, and as president of the congregation blessed the boy, which finished the confirmation, 
all of which was listened to with great interest by the audience. 
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